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Student Servant Leadership Packet

Overview

Ministry is not an occupation.  It is a calling that Christ has bestowed upon every single one of his disciples (Matthew 28).  Ministry comes in different forms – teaching, praying, discipling, evangelizing, etc.  One of the most practical and poignant ways to minister is through service.  This youth ministry stands on the shoulders of those willing to serve.  Adults have volunteered to serve in this ministry for years, joyfully offering their time and resources to serve middle school and high school students.

Now, it is time students in ARK took up this calling as well.  It is time to build up team of students who will also serve as Jesus served.

What is Student Servant Leadership (SSL)?

Student Servant Leadership is the name of core ARK students who are committed to more than just weekly attendance.  They are willing and wanting to model Jesus to their friends and peers.  They are also willing to sacrifice their own time, and even their own needs to meet the needs of others.

Why do we need SSL?

SSL is a continuation of what ARK Youth Ministry is doing to follow the example of Jesus and to adhere to Biblical teaching.  Many say today’s youth is the church of tomorrow.  While this is a nice saying in giving us hope for the future, a major setback from this statement leaves a gaping hole for service right now.  To ensure we incorporate all members of the body to service, especially youth (1 Timothy 4:12), it is more accurate to say that today’s youth IS the church today.

SSL is to lead the way in what student-led service should look like.

The Leadership Process

Make no mistake, ministry at any level takes effort.  You are here not just because adult leaders like you, but also because we see maturity, teachable hearts, and willingness to go the extra mile.  To learn and fulfill everything God wants to teach us, each SSL team member must undergo the following:

· Application

· Monthly training meetings

· Personal discipleship

· Quarterly fun stuff

ARK YOUTH MINISTRY

STUDENT SERVANT LEADERSHIP APPLICATION

BASIC INFORMATION

Name:


Address:


Phone:





    Email: 

Parents’/Guardians’ Name(s): 

Grade: 





    Gender: (circle one)  
        Male         Female

School: 

JUST FOR KICKS

Favorite thing to do for fun: 

Favorite type of music: 

Favorite movie: 

YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

1. Please share when and how you became a Christian.

2. Please share what you’re doing to continue growing in your faith in Jesus.

3. Why do you want to be on the Student Servant Leadership team?

4. How would your non-church friends describe your relationship with God?

5. How would your church friends describe your relationship with God?

6. How would your family describe your relationship with God?

MY COMMITMENT
I have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and live by faith, following his example and obeying his commands in the Bible.

I’M COMMITTED TO:

· Regular church and youth group attendance

· Modeling a healthy commitment to my family

· Personal growth through Bible study and prayer

· Meeting regularly with an adult mentor (for discipleship and accountability)

· Living a lifestyle befitting a role model and ambassador of Jesus

· Being an example of proper behavior during worship services, programs, and activities

· “Being a light” on my campus, in my neighborhood, and in my home

I’M EXCITED ABOUT THE FOLLOWING DUTIES:

· Volunteering a minimum of two hours a week, in addition to regular youth programs and activities, in a  specific ministry area (see Ministry Area Choices sheet)

· Attending student leadership meetings every month

· Attending the student leadership development summit

· Completing regular reading assignments

TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT DETAILS

	Monthly Leadership Meetings

· Prayer time

· Teen-led Bible studies

· Discussion on assigned readings

· Ministry reports/decisions

· Training

· Working in ministry area teams
	Leadership Summit

· Worship/fellowship

· Team-building

· Training:
Live like Jesus
Love others
Serve humbly
Discover/develop your spiritual gifts


CHOOSE A MINISTRY TEAM

	Ministry Areas

· Friday Night Leadership Team

· Worship Team

· Service Project Team

· Contact Team
	· Tech Team

· Special Events Team

· Middle School Staff Team


I’ve read all of the above and accept the Student Servant Leadership Team Commitment.

Your signature








Date

Parent signature







Date

MINISTRY AREA CHOICES


This form lists the various areas of leadership available to teenagers.  Read over the list of possible positions you could fill in our youth ministry and check all that you’re interested in.  We’ll help you determine a final fit later.



SERVICE PROJECT TEAM

Students plan regular service opportunities where anyone in the youth ministry program can experience serving the needy.

	Duties include:

· Contacting service organizations

· Organizing service projects

· Communicating and advertising service opportunities
	Skills required:

· Organization

· A heart for service




WORSHIP TEAM

Students on this team may sing, play instruments, or help with sound for the worship band.

	Duties include:

· Attending weekly practices

· Leading weekly worship sessions

· Practicing your instrument/voice regularly
	Skills required:

· Up-front leadership

· Vocal, instrumental, or technical sound ability




CONTACT TEAM

This team will welcome all students to youth ministry programs and events.

	Duties include:

· Attending all youth ministry functions

· Making ALL students feel welcome

· Handling registration/newcomer info form
	Skills required:

· Hospitality

· Friendliness

· Organization



PRAYER TEAM
Youth on this team will provide frequent, confidential prayer for the ministry and kids in our program.

	Duties include:

· Praying for teens and adults in the youth ministry

· Leading events or sessions of prayer for others

· Asking for prayers from youth

· Managing prayer request records
	Skills required:

· Compassion

· Passion for prayer

· Confidentiality




MIDDLE SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TEAM

Students on this team will acts as “interns” for the middle school ministry at the church.

	Duties include:

· Mentoring a middle schooler

· Attending middle school group on Sunday mornings
	Skills required:

· Relational skills




TECH TEAM

This team will oversee sound, lights, and video for our youth ministry programs and productions.

	Duties include:

· Operating sound system for programs and practices

· Operating lighting system for programs and practices

· Shooting and editing video
	Skills required:

· Technological skills (some training to be provided)



GAME TEAM

Students on this team will develop and lead fun activities for the group.

	Duties include:

· Finding or designing fun, cool, safe games

· Leading games for our group

· Collecting various props (as needed)
	Skills required:

· Up-front leadership



_________________ TEAM

In the space provided, name a team that you believe our youth ministry should have – and one that you’d be willing to serve on.  Then write a brief description of the necessary duties and skills below.
